Training & behaviour
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includes, among others, the
English Pointer, the Irish [Red]
Setter and the Gordon Setter.
Their job is to find game and
freeze or point at it until their
owner fells them whether to
flush or wait for the shot.
Unlike the HPR group, the
pointers and setters group
have their origins in England,
Scotland and Ireland.

HPRS

Hunt, point and retrieve
breeds (HPRs) are generally
European dogs that became

A good, solid recall is
important with any breed, but
utterly essential in a,gundog,
that's bred to hunt.

74 January 2011 Do

more popular after World
War Two and include
German Shorthaired Pointers,
Italian Spinones, Large
Munsterlanders, Vizlas and
Weimaraners among others.

Although the HPRs have
similar roles on the shooting
field to the pointers and
setters, the European breeds
generally, I've found, aren’t as
biddable as the British breeds
as the shooting culture is very
different there.

The Brits have very definite
shooting efiquette and expect

dogs to be reasonably close,
under control, quiet and with
very ‘soft’ mouths [so as not

to damage the game they
carry] as we want restaurant-
quality birds delivered to hand.
European shooting tends to be
rougher, with the dogs working
further out and away from the
handler; the soft mouth tends
not to be high on the list of
qualities to be bred in.

JOB SHARE
The maiority of gundogs,
especially those with working

dogs in their lines, are so on the
ball that they're an absolute
pleasure and a joy to train,
share your home with and to
be around.

Your dog has been bred to
be with you, so he will be! He'll
be climbing into the washing
machine given half a chance:
“This is exciting, do you want
me in here? No? What about
here? Ah, you want me to
collect clothes? OK boss you're
on,” then he'll be off ‘helpfully’
collecting anything he can get
his mouth on — out of the wash

basket, off the radiator or from
the ironing pile.

Next time you bring down the
washing he'll be there looking
for something to carry for you,
so teach him a good recall and
to give things up on command
and then there’s no reason why
he can't help you with things
around the house.

| taught my first Labrador to
collect the toys at bedtime and
put them in the toy box; he did
the same with his bone if | was
putting it away —he'd carry it
over and drop it into the carrier
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Useful book
Lez Graham’s excellent

book all about the care
and training of gundog
breeds, The Pet Gundog,
is priced at £12.99 (plus
P&p) and is available from
www.thepetgundog.co.uk
or tel. 01672 513275.
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bag for me.
When you have a
gundog sharing your
home, the only thing that
will hold you back is your
imagination. If you keep
interacting with him and
give him something to do
that will tax his brain, then
owning a gundog really
is the best thing ever. If,
however, you forget that he’s
a working breed and don't
stimulate him mentally and
physically, you may find you
have a problem on your hands.

GROUP LEADER

Never forget that your

dog is a predator, with a
predator’s instincts. Moreover
he’s also a social hunter

and is programmed to hunt
cooperatively. There is an
etiquette to be followed for
social hunters — watch a dog or
wolf pack hunt, or even just a
bunch of lads playing footbaill,
and you'll see there’s always
one to whom the group, or the
team, turn to for guidance.

Because they have been
bred to hunt, when you take on
a gundog puppy or adult, we
must give them a job to do and
a definite place in the family
group. When training a gundog
ensure you're the one calling
the shots — the leader or the
team captain in charge of all
the game play.

I'hate to say it but the
number one thing that goes
wrong with a pet gundog is
normally the fact that he’s
a gundog. Next month we'll
be exploring where and why
it goes wrong with our pet
gundogs and what we can do
to start putting it right. @

i's imperative you teach your dog to
give things up when asked; whether
that's his toys or items he's stolen.
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